206                      THE LAND OF THE LAMAS
A few miles south of the town is another lamasery,
Changi gomba, with some 300 inmates, and in the little
valleys in the vicinity there are, perhaps, from fifty to
seventy-five tents and scattered houses, all of which may
be counted in with this town, which is the chef-lieu of a
semi-independent district.1
The importance of Jyekundo from a strategic and
commercial point of view is considerable, as fairly good
roads (for Tibet) radiate from it all over the country.2
Commercially considered it is a distributing point for the
Chinese trade in the northeastern part of E?amdo, and is
the only town in that region where Chinese merchants are
allowed to reside. The trade of this place, though large
for the country, is not valuable; yak hides, lambskins,
musk, gold dust, a few deer horns (lu Jung, in Chinese),
and a little wool are the principal exports to China. Only
a small part of the tea trade is in the hands of the Chi-
nese, nearly every native that owns a bunch of yak
engaging in it more or less. To judge from the stock in
1 The Mongols referred to on p. 205    reaches Lh'asa in nine days. Another
are sent to Jyekundo by order of    leads to Ch'amdo, in abont ten days,
the Hsi-ning Amban to learn Tib-    Still anotherpasses byTmnbumdo and
etan,  act as an  escort to Chinese    Tendo, and going through the Golok
officials, and look after the ula from    country comes to Sung-p'an t'ing in
the Ts'aidam. They remain here for    northwestern Ssu-eh'uan. The capital
three years, and have official rank,     of Derge is reached from Jyekundo
There are two from Dstin Ts'aidam,    in six days, and from that to wnBatfang
two from Koko Beileh, three from    is only eight days farther south.
Taiehiner, one from Anae"  dsassak,        A-----K-----gives the name of this
two  from  Tolmukgun   (Jfohamme-    townasKegedo, butnoonere-ognized
dans), one each from Erke Beileh,    this.   It is sometimes called Jy&k'or,
Wangka, Mori wang, and Dungkor-    but  the name is probably written
wa (Tankar).                                       Rgyas rgyun mdo, pronounced Jya-
2 The most important road starting    gun-do.   The terjnination do, mean-
fpom this point is that leading to    ing "confluence, a pair," is frequently
Ta-chien-lu in Ssu-ca'aan, which I    pronounced da in eastern Tibet, and
followed.   Another leads across the    possibly </o, as in Lagargo.    Eou,
steppes on the west to Nag ch?u-k*a,    another   frequent   termination   in
where it meets the "northern route"    names of places, appears to mean
(ckanglam) from Hsi-ning, and thence    "*iream   or  valley.*7